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Short essay on my volunteering experience in Joso City, Ibaraki prefecture

| remember the day | was at work. My co-worker turned on the television and news on the horrific typhoon Etau was
broadcasting. | remember seeing the mucky flood water sweeping away homes, people stranded on their roof top crying
out for help, and I remember seeing the few people that could help in search and rescue. I asked myself “How can I
help?” And when I found out that I could come to go to Joso City as a member of a volunteer group, 1 sign-up
immediately. | may not be a citizen of Japan, but | am a proud resident. | believe patriotism is not about loving your
country, but rather loving the people of where you live; regardless city, prefecture, or country. One man is not a nation
and one man can’t save a nation. Which is why I cry for schools to start a volunteer program like Yashio High School.
Japan is an island nation prone to disaster. We need all hands on deck. We must remember every brick is an important
part of a house. No matter how big the job may be, if we all worked together, the little that we do makes a big
difference.

Vic Sham ( Jamaica )
Assistant Language Teacher (ALT)
Nanryo High School

Saitama Prefecture, Japan



